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City invested by us, nor was our force
besieged, as has been so often asserted,
by the rebel troops. Both forces lay
facing each other. Both were in con-
tact along a comparatively short front.
Both were entirely open to their respec-
tive rear, with practically unmenaced
communications in those directions. Nei-
ther could prevent reinforcements or
supplies reaching the other. We on our
part could not even attempt to intercept
the various contingents of mutineers
which, during the early part of the siege,
poured into Delhi from the south; and
were hurled, in almost monotonous suc-
cession, against our position, while still
fresh and undemoralised by defeat, only
to be driven back, time after time, with
immense slaughter, by the invincible
little phalanx of Britons, Sikhs and
Gurkhas, which sturdily clung, bull-dog
fashion, to the ground it had taken up,
For a time the numbers of the enemy
continued to increase, as almost daily
fresh bodies by regiments and brigades
into the already crowded city,